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In June 2011, BOARS adopted a policy1 that the nonresident undergraduates admitted to a 
campus must compare favorably to the California residents admitted to that campus. BOARS 
also established procedures2 that ask the nine undergraduate campuses to report annually to 
BOARS on the extent to which they are meeting the standard. The following is BOARS’ 
summary assessment of UC’s “compare favorably” outcomes for 2015.  
 
The table below summarizes systemwide data on average high school grade point average (GPA) 
and SAT score for California residents, domestic nonresidents, and international nonresidents 
admitted in fall 2015; average first-year UC GPA for students who enrolled in fall 2014; and the 
persistence rate of UC students who completed the 2014-15 academic year and re-enrolled in fall 
2015. The data show that on a systemwide basis, admitted nonresidents, on average, have 
stronger qualifications than residents, based on their high school GPA and SAT score, and on 
their first-year GPA performance at UC. Domestic and international nonresidents admitted to UC 
had significantly higher average high school GPAs, SAT scores and first-year UC GPAs 
compared to admitted residents. Nonresidents had a slightly lower first-year persistence rate 
compared to California residents. These outcomes demonstrate that from a systemwide 
perspective, UC is meeting the compare favorably standard and our Master Plan commitment to 
California residents.  
 

 Average High 
School GPA3 

Average Total 
SAT Score 

Average First 
Year UC GPA4 

Persistence5 

CA Residents 3.64 1847 3.04 93.3% 
Domestic Nonresidents 3.76 2020 3.19 91.2% 
International Nonresidents 3.71 1960 3.19 92.3% 
 
BOARS also requires individual UC campuses to meet the compare favorably standard. The 
tables attached to this report (Appendix A) list average high school GPA and test scores at 
individual UC campuses for freshmen admitted from the three residency categories. Statistically 
significant data points are noted in column 2. Average first-year UC GPAs for students first 
enrolling at the campus in fall 2014 and first-year persistence rates for students who completed 
the 2014-2015 academic year and re-enrolled at the campus in fall 2015 are also reported. The 
data indicate that although the compare favorably standard is being met at most campuses, 
resident admits on several specific campuses had higher overall average GPAs and/or test scores 
compared to the overall corresponding average for at least one of the two nonresident groups.  
 

                                                           
1 http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/senate/reports/DS_MGY_LPBOARSNRPrinciple6.pdf  
2 http://senate.universityofcalifornia.edu/reports/RMA_MGYreBOARSresolutiononevalofresidents_non-
residents_FINAL.pdf 
3 Academic indicator for students admitted for fall 2015  
4 UC grade point average for students first enrolling in fall 2014. 
5 Percent of students who completed the 2014-2015 academic year and re-enrolled in fall 2015. 

http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/senate/reports/DS_MGY_LPBOARSNRPrinciple6.pdf
http://senate.universityofcalifornia.edu/reports/RMA_MGYreBOARSresolutiononevalofresidents_non-residents_FINAL.pdf
http://senate.universityofcalifornia.edu/reports/RMA_MGYreBOARSresolutiononevalofresidents_non-residents_FINAL.pdf


Such variances concern BOARS and suggest a need for further examination; however, BOARS 
does not consider them necessarily to be violations of the compare favorably policy for several 
reasons. First, while a comparison of the average GPAs and test scores of admitted students can 
provide a first indication of whether a campus has met the policy, such narrow academic 
indicators are imperfect measures for the assessment, given the use of comprehensive review on 
all campuses, which requires campus admissions professionals to consider 14 factors in the broad 
assessment of merit they use to admit students. GPA and SAT are important components of this 
assessment, but are only two components, and as such they provide an incomplete picture of 
compare favorably.  
 
Moreover, BOARS recognizes that SAT score may be a better comparison measure than GPA. 
Imperfect as it is, the SAT is a standardized benchmark, while variable grading practices and 
standards across California, other states, and foreign institutions make a direct comparison 
between two given GPAs more difficult. Educational context is a key component of 
comprehensive review, but admissions personnel do not, in general, have access to the same 
information about educational context for nonresident applicants that they have for California 
residents. With this in mind, BOARS recognizes that campuses are meeting the compare 
favorably standard to a greater extent in terms of the SAT scores of admitted residents and 
nonresidents.  
 
BOARS also recognizes that there is limited value in performing the compare favorably analysis 
on a campus-wide basis when individual colleges and majors make admission decisions based on 
variable minimum requirements. Aggregating dissimilar units to the campus level can suggest 
misleading conclusions (see Simpson’s Paradox).  
 
In addition, although UC GPA and persistence rates are relevant to demonstrating the success of 
efforts to predict the success of a UC applicant, BOARS recognizes that persistence rates are also 
influenced by factors other than the “quality” of the student—for example, economics and 
difficulty adjusting to a new culture, particularly for international students. Therefore, they have 
limited value in a compare favorably assessment. In addition, a meaningful comparison of UC 
GPA might take into account different grading standards across UC colleges and departments 
and any tendencies for international students to become over-represented in certain majors. 
 
In addition, BOARS understands that campuses may establish enrollment targets for California 
residents and nonresidents based on major, capacity, space, state funding, and other 
considerations, but notes that enrollment targets do not preclude campuses from having to meet 
the compare favorably standard and expects that targets will not influence the quality or outcome 
of the compare favorably assessment.  
 
BOARS established the compare favorably policy to communicate a clear message to campuses 
about its expectation that nonresidents have stronger qualifications than residents. BOARS 
allows campuses to focus on aspects of the evaluation process they feel are most relevant to 
meeting the policy, and BOARS is confident that all campuses are making a concerted effort to 
do so. BOARS includes the attached tables to provide a transparent, objective, quantitative 
assessment of the compare favorably standard. The data make clear to campuses what BOARS 
will measure and what steps, if any, they need to take to overcome any deficiencies and improve 



future outcomes. BOARS will be working with campuses on strategies for further refining their 
processes and ensuring a fair assessment. At the same time, compare favorably is a more 
challenging standard to meet and assess than BOARS anticipated, and the process of making the 
compare favorably assessment and defining appropriate metrics is evolving. In the future, 
BOARS will consider additional analyses that might include, for example, an assessment of 
outcomes at the level of the admitting unit. 
 
BOARS states unequivocally its absolute commitment to maintaining admissions standards that 
favor California residents, to preserving access for Californians under the University’s Master 
Plan obligation to state-funded residents, and to preserving the University’s comprehensive 
review policy, which has served the state extraordinarily well in terms of access for low-income 
and first-generation California residents.  
 
BOARS will continue to consider potential changes and refinements to policy that maximize 
fairness to residents and that enable UC to admit and enroll the most deserving, diverse, and 
academically strong group of students who can go on to thrive and succeed at UC.  
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GPA2
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GPA by 
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Status3

Average 
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Enrollment Average 
First Year 
UC GPA6

First Year 
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Rate7

Systemwide C 3.64 1847 32,630
D 3.76 2020 3,467
F 3.71 1960 5,459

Berkeley C 3.90 2088 3,945
D 3.92 2196 918
F 3.89 2151 687

Davis C 3.84 1939 4,071
D 3.76 1964 346
F 3.77 1992 952

Irvine C 3.79 1904 4,272
D 3.73 1922 289
F 3.77 1918 1,195

UCLA C 3.90 2052 4,086
D 3.90 2145 956
F 3.88 2167 636

Merced C 3.43 1650 1,776
D 3.61 1813 5
F 3.58 1798 7

Riverside C 3.52 1777 3,889
D 3.54 1802 43
F 3.56 1799 97

San Diego C 3.87 2055 3,638
D 3.83 2083 392
F 3.81 2083 1,262

Santa Barbara C 3.77 1965 3,841
D 3.76 2015 298
F 3.78 2029 335

Santa Cruz C 3.66 1878 3,112
D 3.52 1860 220
F 3.54 1803 288

DATA 
NOT 

AVAILA
BLE

Campus
Residency 

Status1

Freshman Admits in Fall 2015 Enrolled Students in Fall 2015

p < .0001
C > F > D

p < .0001
C > D > F

p < .0001
D > C; F > C

p < .0001
C > D > F

p < .0001
D > C; F > C

p < .01
F > D ; C > D

p < .0001
F > D > C

High School GPA and Test Score of UC Freshman Admits &
First Year UC GPA, Persistence Rate, and Probation Rate of Enrolled Freshman Students
By Campus and Residency Status
Fall 2015 (updated on July 22,2016)

Notes: 1. Residency Status: Residency status in this analysis is determined based on the residency status at the time of admission. 
C=California Resident; D=Out-of-State Domestic; F=International. 2.  Average High School GPA: Unweighted high school GPA of 
students admitted in fall 2015. 3. Comparison of GPA by Residency Status: A significance test (ANOVA) was conducted to compare 
differences in mean GPA by residency status. If p  < .05, it is considered that there is a statistically significant difference among 
California resident, out-of-state domestic and international admits. If there was a significant difference, a post-hoc test was conducted 
to examine where the difference existed. For example, "D > C > F " means that the average high school GPA of out-of-state domestic 
admits is significantly higher than that of both California resident admits and international admits, and the average high school GPA of 
California resident admits is significantly higher than that of international admits. 4. Average Total SAT Score: highest score of SAT 
Reasoning (Math, Critical Reading, and Writing) or ACT equivalent (Composite and English with Writing) of fall 2015 admits.  5. 
Comparison of Test Scores by Residency Status: The method used for GPA comparisons was also used to compare test scores by 
residency status. 6. Average First Year UC GPA: UC grade point average for students first enrolling in fall 2015. 7. Persistence Rate: 
Percent students who started as freshman entrants in fall 2015 and were still enrolled in fall 2016. 

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
C > F > D

p < .0001
F > D > C

p < .0001
C > F > D

p < .0001
D > C; F > C

p < .0001
D > C > F

p < .0001
D > F; C > F

p < .0001
F > D > C

p < .0001
D > C; F > C

p < .0001
D > C; F > C

p < .0001
F > D; F > C
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Systemwide C 3.63 1834 33,824 3.04 93.3%
D 3.76 2016 3,129 3.19 91.2%
F 3.70 1946 4,615 3.19 92.3%

Berkeley C 3.89 2060 3,851 3.25 96.5%
D 3.92 2182 867 3.33 95.5%
F 3.87 2126 748 3.41 96.0%

Davis C 3.81 1941 4,498 2.99 92.8%
D 3.77 1984 282 2.93 89.3%
F 3.77 1977 597 3.03 91.9%

Irvine C 3.78 1887 4,407 2.92 93.9%
D 3.75 1913 200 2.82 83.9%
F 3.76 1899 828 2.89 91.2%

UCLA C 3.89 2050 4,143 3.26 97.4%
D 3.88 2129 920 3.31 94.1%
F 3.86 2161 701 3.45 93.8%

Merced C 3.40 1656 1,547 2.64 84.0%
D 3.55 1796 3  --8  --
F 3.56 1774 1  --  --

Riverside C 3.50 1760 4,056 2.86 92.4%
D 3.57 1838 78 2.86 89.2%
F 3.54 1775 146 2.77 80.6%

San Diego C 3.86 2026 3,644 3.16 95.4%
D 3.83 2090 310 3.18 91.0%
F 3.80 2069 968 3.35 93.6%

Santa Barbara C 3.74 1948 4,153 3.09 93.0%
D 3.76 2016 245 3.20 89.0%
F 3.80 1987 340 3.34 93.8%

Santa Cruz C 3.60 1818 3,525 3.04 88.7%
D 3.51 1851 224 2.99 74.4%
F 3.49 1759 286 2.71 82.5%

Campus
Residency 

Status1

Freshman Admits in Fall 2014 Enrolled Students in Fall 2014

High School GPA and Test Score of UC Freshman Admits &
First Year UC GPA, Persistence Rate, and Probation Rate of Enrolled Freshman Students
By Campus and Residency Status
Fall 2014

Notes: 1. Residency Status: Residency status in this analysis is determined based on the residency status at the time of admission. 
C=California Resident; D=Out-of-State Domestic; F=International. 2.  Average High School GPA: Unweighted high school GPA of 
students admitted in fall 2014. 3. Comparison of GPA by Residency Status: A significance test (ANOVA) was conducted to compare 
differences in mean GPA by residency status. If p  < .05, it is considered that there is a statistically significant difference among 
California resident, out-of-state domestic and international admits. If there was a significant difference, a post-hoc test was conducted 
to examine where the difference existed. For example, "D > C > F " means that the average high school GPA of out-of-state domestic 
admits is significantly higher than that of both California resident admits and international admits, and the average high school GPA of 
California resident admits is significantly higher than that of international admits. 4. Average Total SAT Score: highest score of SAT 
Reasoning (Math, Critical Reading, and Writing) or ACT equivalent (Composite and English with Writing) of fall 2014 admits.  5. 
Comparison of Test Scores by Residency Status: The method used for GPA comparisons was also used to compare test scores by 
residency status. 6. Average First Year UC GPA: UC grade point average for students first enrolling in fall 2014. 7. Persistence Rate: 
Percent students who started as freshman entrants in fall 2014 and were still enrolled in fall 2015. 9. "--" means the number was not 
calculated due to small cell size. 

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
C > D; C > F

p < .0001
D > C; F > C

p < .0001
C > F; C > D

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
C > D > F

p < .0001
D > C > F

p < .0001
F > D > C

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
C > D > F

p < .0001
D > C > F

p < .0001
F > D > C

p < .0001
F > C; D > C

p < .0001
D > C; F > C

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
D > C; F > C

p < .0001
C > D > F

p < .0001
D > F > C
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Systemwide C 3.61 1824 33,135 3.00 93.0%
D 3.76 1997 2,789 3.18 91.2%
F 3.71 1935 4,060 3.18 93.2%

Berkeley C 3.89 2062 3,091 3.29 96.2%
D 3.92 2165 767 3.40 96.6%
F 3.87 2126 848 3.36 95.3%

Davis C 3.81 1923 4,428 2.98 93.2%
D 3.79 1961 182 2.85 87.8%
F 3.78 1931 503 3.06 94.8%

Irvine C 3.76 1877 4,518 2.86 92.7%
D 3.76 1903 159 2.82 90.4%
F 3.75 1850 783 2.88 91.0%

UCLA C 3.89 2040 4,107 3.18 97.7%
D 3.87 2101 940 3.23 94.5%
F 3.85 2137 650 3.41 95.5%

Merced C 3.38 1650 1,651 2.61 82.7%
D 3.64 1808 1  --8  --
F 3.47 1779 2  --  --

Riverside C 3.47 1736 4,084 2.76 90.3%
D 3.55 1790 28 2.72 70.4%
F 3.53 1760 89 2.56 83.1%

San Diego C 3.85 2008 4,072 3.12 96.0%
D 3.78 2016 349 3.00 85.1%
F 3.77 2031 807 3.24 92.5%

Santa Barbara C 3.73 1939 4,141 3.08 92.7%
D 3.73 1983 225 3.17 84.4%
F 3.78 1950 258 3.38 92.2%

Santa Cruz C 3.60 1818 3,043 3.02 89.7%
D 3.56 1847 138 3.07 75.2%
F 3.52 1775 120 2.85 86.7%

Residency 
Status1

Freshman Admits in Fall 2013 Enrolled Students in Fall 2013

p < .0001
D > C > F

High School GPA and Test Score of UC Freshman Admits &
First Year UC GPA, Persistence Rate, and Probation Rate of Enrolled Freshman Students
By Campus and Residency Status
Fall 2013

p < .0001
C > D > F

p < .0001
D > C > F

Campus

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
C > D > F

p < .0001
D > F; D > C

p < 0.01
C = D; D = F

p < .0001
D > C > F

p < .0001
C > D > F

Notes: 1. Residency Status: Residency status in this analysis is determined based on the residency status at the time of admission. 
C=California Resident; D=Out-of-State Domestic; F=International. 2.  Average High School GPA: Unweighted high school GPA of 
students admitted in fall 2013. 3. Comparison of GPA by Residency Status: A significance test (ANOVA) was conducted to compare 
differences in mean GPA by residency status. If p  < .05, it is considered that there is a statistically significant difference among 
California resident, out-of-state domestic and international admits. If there was a significant difference, a post-hoc test was conducted 
to examine where the difference existed. For example, "D > C > F " means that the average high school GPA of out-of-state domestic 
admits is significantly higher than that of both California resident admits and international admits, and the average high school GPA of 
California resident admits is significantly higher than that of international admits. 4. Average Total SAT Score: highest score of SAT 
Reasoning (Math, Critical Reading, and Writing) or ACT equivalent (Composite and English with Writing) of fall 2013 admits.  5. 
Comparison of Test Scores by Residency Status: The method used for GPA comparisons was also used to compare test scores by 
residency status. 6. Average First Year UC GPA: UC grade point average for students first enrolling in fall 2013. 7. Persistence Rate: 
Percent students who started as freshman entrants in fall 2013 and were still enrolled in fall 2014.  8. "--" means the number was not 
calculated due to small cell size. 

p < .0001
F > D > C

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
D > C; F > C

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
C > D > F

p < .0001
F > D; F > C

p < .0001
F > D; F > C

p < .0001
D > F > C

p < .0001
D > C; F > C
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