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RICHARD LEIB, CHAIR 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA BOARD OF REGENTS 
 
LARK PARK, CHAIR 
REGENTS ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 
 
Dear Regents Leib and Park: 
 
Pursuant to the January 10, 2024 letter communicating the Board of Regents’ authority to treat 
Senate Regulation (SR) 630.E as a recommendation for the establishment of a systemwide 
campus experience requirement for the conferral of undergraduate degrees, and the February 14, 
2024 Board consideration of SR 630.E and action to disapprove the item, we write to update the 
Board on the Academic Senate’s next steps on this matter and to confirm our understanding of 
the Board’s action. 
 
The motion articulated by General Counsel Robinson comprised two components: 1) disapproval 
of SR 630.E; and 2) reaffirmation of campus autonomy to determine requirements for 
undergraduate degree programs. 
 
Board determination of SR 630.E as a recommendation from the Academic Senate and 
subsequent disapproval of the proposed regulation change is tantamount to an annulment. SR 
630.E was never active and ultimately rejected. The Senate has communicated this understanding 
to all ten divisions and has removed 630.E from systemwide Senate Regulations. 
 
We believe that Board reaffirmation of campus autonomy, as formulated in the motion, does not 
require Senate action. It merely points to joint Senate-Administration processes as outlined in the 
Compendium. Specifically, it is not standard practice for the systemwide Senate to review newly 
proposed undergraduate degree programs, except in special circumstances specified in section 
II.A.2, such as, creation of an undergraduate degree title unique to the campus. However, we 
would like to remind the Board that there is a single Academic Senate and that its regulations 
extend to all divisions, unless a variance has been vetted and approved at the systemwide level. If 
the Board envisions a broader assertion of campus autonomy beyond the current restricted case 
of undergraduate degree approval, the Senate would strenuously object. 
 



We look forward to your response and the opportunity to shape a constructive partnership with 
the Board in the spirit of shared governance at the University. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 

             
James A. Steintrager Steven W. Cheung 
Chair, Academic Council Vice Chair, Academic Council 
 
 
Enclosure 
 
Cc: Vice Chair Elliott 
 President Drake 
 Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs Newman 
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